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Heavy rain upstream worsen flood situation: stranded over 

million people 

Present Flood Situation in Bangladesh: 

The second phase of the floods has already 

affected 26 lakh people in 18 districts, 

according to the Ministry of Disaster 

Management and Relief (MoDMR). According 

to the latest bulletin issued by the Flood 

Forecasting and Warning Centre (FFWC) 

today (21 July), the water level increased at 72 

points out of 101 points.  

The country has already experienced heavy 

rainfall which worsens the flood situation. 

New fresh areas in central Bangladesh are 

going under water as heavy rain began 

upstream amid India issuing a red alert for 

north-eastern states. FFWC report said, the 

onrush of water from the upstream is likely to 

increase through most parts of the week as 

rain will gradually pick up in the upstream such 

as West Bengal and Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh 

and Assam and Meghalaya over the next three 
days until 22 July 2020. According to UNITAR 

- UNOSAT about 14,000 km2, a total of about 

6,800 km2 of lands appear to be floodedi.  

Bangladesh witnessed the first phase of flood 

from 26 June to 7 July 2020 affecting around 15 districts due to onrush of upstream water and 

heavy downpours. With the rise of water levels in all major three river basins and the south-

eastern hill regions coupled with the heavy to very heavy rainfall in the upstream Indian states 

and inside Bangladesh, the country is likely to witness a prolonged flood inundating low-lying 

areas in nearly 25 districts. According to the Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB), 

this second phase flood this season may continue at a stretch till the end of July and it could 

prolong in the next month too on the basis of rainfall with water levels of major rivers 

remaining above danger marks. From 27 June-July 20, total of 29 people died by 

drowning into the floodwater, among them, 22 are children and the highest people 

died in Jamalpur (15 people) and Kurigram (10 people).  

Flood water snapped road communication in some areas. The floods have destroyed harvests 

of paddy, vegetables, jute and other crops. Flash floods affected the cultivation of 11 different 

crops on 76,210 hectares of land in parts of Bangladesh from June 25 to July 9, according to the 

ministry. A total of 41,918 hectares of land were completely damaged that caused a loss of Tk 

3.49 billion. At least 344,000 farmers have been affected by the floods. Ministry also informed 
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that the cultivation of 13 different crops on 83,000 hectares of land has also been damaged in 

Manikganj, Bogura, Tangail, Natore, Naogaon, Kurigram, Nilphamari, Kishoreganj, Netrokona, 

Jamalpur, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Faridpur, Madaripur, Rajbari, Shariatpur, Mymensingh, Sirajganj, 

Pabna, Sherpur and Brahmanbaria from July 11-19. The extent of the damage caused by the 

second phase of the floods is yet to be estimated. 

A school Nagpur, Tangail has been washed away by the river and two religious 

institutions has been partially damaged. In Sirajganj, 35 educational and religious 

institutions are damaged. 

At least 4,024 people have been affected by diarrhoea, skin disorder, eye inflammation and 

bronchitis during three weeks of flooding in the low-lying areas of in 18 districts in Bangladesh, 

according to DGHS.  

Vulnerability of the children and future concern 

Flood situation not only causes untold suffering for over 2.6 million of 18 districts but hampers 

children’s life. Floods expose children to vulnerability including death by drowning, 

snakebite, and multiple health risks. Most of the children are out of childhood activities; 

moreover, they are out of educational activities from March 2020. Families displaced by the 

flood are moving to a safer area. Child protection and education have become a secondary 

concern as the families of the affected children are grappling with the problem of food and 

shelter. According to data compiled by Disaster Forum from 27 June to 19 July 2020, around 21 

children are died by drowning into the floodwater, among them 11 boys and 10 are girls, the 

highest number of children died (8 children)who are from age group1 to 4 and 6 children are 

from age group 5 to 10. Moreover, children are easy victims of migration, trafficking, early 

marriage, and possible exploitation. Children of the flood-affected area live on embankments or 

flood shelters. They are at high risk of being affected by COVID 19 and other diseases. Now it 

is high time to need attention to the possible vulnerabilities. Taking action now will greatly 

reduce immediate treats. 

Need to do 

• Ensure the healthy environment and access to flood shelter by regular cleaning and 

maintaining hygiene practice. 

• Keeping soap water for everyone for personal hygiene in front of the shelter center. 

• Use Bleaching powder to clean the surrounding area of cyclone shelter and keeping 

carbolic acid to keep the snakes out of the shelters. 

• Take safety precautions to use electric wire. 

• Keep fences at the door or arrange for a guard in shelters to protect children from 

drowning. 

• Discourage to use candles, most are made from either stearin (animal or vegetable fats) 

or paraffin (petroleum waste), and the latter is actually really bad for both the 

environment and children. 

• Distributing handmade chapati/Roti should be discouraged as it is neither child friendly 

nor elderly friendly.  Soft khichuri is the better option. 

• Protection of the adolescent girls is an issue along with their sanitation issue. 

Management of Social and Psychological stress also need special attention.  
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Forecast: According to Flood Forecasting and Warning Center (FFWC) on today (21 July), 

water level in Brahmaputra may increase and water level in Jamuna and Ganga river system may 

remain steady during next 24 hours and may reach peak around 27th of July . Flood situation in 

Kurigram, Bogra, Gaibandha, Jamalpur, Sirajganj, Tangail, Manikganj, Natore, Munshiganj, 

Faridpur, Madaripur, Rajbari, Shariatpur and Dhaka may remain steady and flood situation in 

Shylet and Sunamganj may deteriorated during the next 24 hours.  Ganges-Padma River may 

steadily rise. Water level at Goalondo station at Rajbari District, Bhagyakul station at 

Munshiganj and Sureshwar station at Shariatpur district may remain steady during the next 48 

hours and then rise again. FFWC also warn on 19 July that flood situation is likely to continue in 

the low lying areas of these districts during next 10 days.  Rivers around Dhaka city may 

continue to rise. Balu river at Demra, Turag at Mirpur, Dhaleshwari at Rekabi Bazar may cross 

danger level during next 7 days. Lakhya river at Narayanganj may cross danger level during next 

5 days.  

On 21 July Bangladesh Meteorological Department  forecast light to moderate rain/thunder 

showers accompanied by temporary gusty wind is likely to occur at most places over Rangpur, 

Rajshahi, Mymensingh, Sylhet, Dhaka, Khulna, Barishal & Chattogram divisions with moderately 

heavy to very heavy falls at places over the country. 

Government Initiatives: According to Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief 

(MoDMR), total 1,086 flood shelters are opened in 18 districts and 55,930 people have taken 

refuge there. Relief measures have been taken up by the government in the flood affected 

areas. It has set up 1443 flood relief centres where more than 61 thousand people have taken 

shelter. Around 600 additional medical centres have also been set up in the affected districts.  

The government has taken measures such as creating alternative seedbeds, cultivating other 

crops on damaged lands.   
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