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Lightning kills 57 across the country in the month of April 2020

In the month of April 2020, Bangladesh has been experiencing rainfall with lightning. In the last 22 days (04-26th
April) lightning killed at least 57 people and injured 8. Among them 47 were men and most of them were
working the field or fishing. The largest numbers of causalities from lightning in a single day occur on Wednesday
(22 April), a total of |1 people died. The highest number of people have died in Sylhet (8 people) division and
Gaibandha (6 people) District. The number of death is much higher than last year (2019), it was 2| dead in the
month of April in 2019.

Bangladesh Meteorological Department has forecast more showers or intermittent nor'westers at many places
across the country. According to BMD due to combination of seasonal low lies over the Bay and westerly trough
of low lies over West Bengal and adjoining area, more showers or nor'westers accompanied with
thundershowers and lightning are predicted at major parts of the country in the next seven days. Sporadic rain
or short-lived nor'wester is likely to take place in Dhaka, Khulna, Barishal and Chattogram divisions while rain or
thundershowers accompanied by lightning, hailstorms are likely to occur in Dhaka, Mymensingh, Khulna, Barishal,
Chattogram and Sylhet divisions and some parts of Rajshahi and Rangpur divisions, Metrological Department said.

Some tips to remain safe from lightning
One is usually somewhat safe if he/she remains in-door during lightning. However, a number of tips are detailed

below to follow while someone outdoor, in the field or on the road (Source: Directorate of Meteorology,
Bangladesh):
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|. Take shelter inside a concrete building. Do not
go outside or to a highland if there is frequent
lightning. The best thing to do such a point in
time would be to take shelter under a building.

2. Remain away from tall trees and electricity-
bearing cables. Lightning is most likely to strike
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points like tall trees and electricity poles. So, do
not go to these places or remain near these
locations. Lightning most possibly may also hit
passenger-shades or large trees in open places or
spaces.

3. Remain away from the windows while in a
house. Close the windows and stay inside the
house.

4. Avoid touching metal objects. Do not touch
the metallic water-tap, railing of stairs, pipe and
such other metallic objects. Do not even touch
the (static) land-line telephone.

5. Remain safe and away from electronic gadgets
like: a TV set, freeze and such others. Do not
touch TV set, freeze or such other electronic
appliances even if these are switched off. Switch-
off the electronic appliances and pull out the plug
from the wall socket with the indication of
possible lightning. Pull out the plugs of appliances
not in use currently.
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6. If you are on the road in a car while there is
lightning, try to return home as soon as possible.
If a heavy lightning and rain continues then go
under a car-shed or go a concrete structure
immediately. It may be dangerous to touch the
glass-pane during this time.

7. It is safe not to go outside if the lightning
continues. There is the possibility of facing an
accident caused by a detached electric cable or it
may go to the extent of a lightning strike.

8. Not bare foot or open shoes but wet leather
shoes or bare feet may be dangerous during
lightning. One should wear covered shoes if it is
at all necessary to go out. Gumboot made of
rubber would work best under these
circumstances.

9. While in the road at times of lightning, keep
your eyes open to the surroundings. Do avoid the
side/area more like to be hit by lightning. Take a
person immediately to the nearest medical centre
if struck by lightning.
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